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The Flame 

Lily Freeman has accepted the position of  

Summer Activities Director. 

Plans are being made for events,  

not only for youth and children, 

but events in the Pavilion that will  

draw the community into our church.  

Do I hear a sock hop on the horizon? 

Get ready for a summer of fun and games! 
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Sunday School Curriculum 

Now Available for Check Out 

in Library 

In an effort to better provide 

adult educational resources for 

our church members, the ar-

chives of the adult Sunday 

School curriculum have now 

been combined, organized, 

packaged and placed in the li-

brary on the east wall. The 

church library is located next 

door to Pastor Leon’s office. 

The packets are alphabetized 

according to the author such as: 

Max Lucado in the “L” section 

and Adam Hamilton in the ”H” 

section.  Each packet can be 

checked out for adult education 

use, either for a class, seminar 

or for an individual to use.  To 

do so, list your name, the date 

checked out and the item’s 

name on the checkout list found 

on the library table. After com-

pletion, please return the pack-

ets to the library in the section 

wherever they were found and 

indicate your name on the list 

as returned. Thank you. With 

questions, call Jayne Detten at 

580-716-7641. 

YOUTH SUMMER CAMPS 
Registration is now open for a 
variety of Youth Summer Camps 
for all ages.  There is no better 
place to connect with others your 
age or to God than through a sum-
mer camp experience.  Please 
consider signing up for a summer 
experience.  Bring your friends.  
Scholarships are available. 
Sonshine Camp is an overnight 
camp for 1st and 2nd graders.  June 
24-25 or July 15-16. 
Growin’ in Grace Camp is for 
3rd-5th graders.  June 12-14 or July 
12-14. 
Clue Camp is for 6th-12th graders. 
June 5-9. 
Lead Camp is for 6th-12th graders 
who would like to learn how to be 
a leader.  July 3-7. 
Contact the church office if you 
are interested in a wonderful 
camping experience this summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUILTS GALORE 
Apple butter, pear jelly, hen eggs 
and goose eggs.  How are these 
connected?  Thanks to the chick-
ens, geese, donations of many and 
lots of shared work and fellow-
ship have made it possible to have 
baby quilts and lap quilts quilted 
for residence in the Cookson Hills 
Mission area.  Colorful quilts 
have been pieced with love by 
Mary Lou Lorett.  The proceeds 
from the apple butter, pear jelly, 
hen eggs and goose eggs have 
paid to have the quilt tops profes-
sionally quilted.  These quilts will 
touch the lives of many as each 
recipient is wrapped in love.  
Thanks to Mary Lou and all who 
were part of the small projects 
which made a very warm and lov-
ing project possible.  

A LOT TO CELEBRATE! 

It’s so easy to focus on our struggles 
and uncertainties, and in so doing to 
miss out on celebrating what’s right 
and good and joyful! While much of 
what we hear these days pertaining 
to our denomination is not pleasant, 
and much of it is not accurate, we 
really don’t need to cave to the 
temptation to divert our attention to 
the negativity. We are called to be 
the Body of Christ in our community 
and to each other. We are the people 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the 
Good News for ALL people! 
With that in mind, we have a lot for 
which to be grateful and joyful. Six 
of my favorite reasons to celebrate 
this season are the six young people 
who will be Confirmed in their 
Christian faith and become full 
members of The United Methodist 
Church and our local congregation 
on May 21st. Two of them will be 
baptized and all six will confirm 
their faith in Jesus Christ. They are 
saying “Yes” to the invitation of Je-
sus Christ to follow him and taking 
personal responsibility for their con-
tinued journey of faith and spiritual 
growth!  
In addition to celebrating two bap-
tisms and six confirmations, on May 
21st we will all be invited to 
“remember our baptism” and will 
receive holy communion from these 
six newly confirmed members of the 
Lord’s church! I pray you will be 
able to celebrate their big day with 
us and vow to support them along 
their journey. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Leon 
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SAVE THE DATE 
August 27-28 

Rebekah Simon-Peter is coming 
to Ponca City First United Meth-
odist Church to work with the 
congregation to help Deepen 
Your Faith and Bring the Impos-
sible to Life.  Through her semi-
nars she helps transform church 
leaders and their congregations 
“Our mainstream congregations 
are in trouble,” says Rebekah 
Simon-Peter, author of DREAM 
LIKE JESUS: Deepen Your 
Faith and Bring the Impossible 
to Life  
Simon-Peter wants to show 
Protestant congregations how 
they can imbue new life in their 
church if they would only em-
brace the empowerment that is 
their Christian heritage. 
Her handbook teaches clergy 
and lay leaders how to recapture 
the vision that is at the core of 
Christian belief, the new, em-
powering conversations that Je-
sus inspired through sharing vi-
sions that had never been uttered 
before. Rather than the nice, 
safe, predictable Jesus of main-
stream religion, Simon-Peter 
shows how the rabble rouser of 
the New Testament can inspire 
congregations to dream big 
dreams and develop big, bold 
visions where the church is the 
agent of the vision, rather than 
the recipient. 
To get started, Simon-Peter 
identifies the eight symptoms of 
a church without vision, which 

include: 
• Shrinking numbers: The 

first warning sign of a 
church in decline. 

• Problem people: Conflict 
increases as the pool of re-
sources decreases. 

• Stagnant giving: If you 
don’t lead with vision, peo-
ple won’t be inspired to 
give. 

• Listless worship: Without 
vision, worship is like 
throwing a party where the 
guest of honor never shows 
up. 

• Gutless prayer: Pastoral 
prayer reveals which 
churches are playing it safe, 
and which are playing full 
out. 

• Bait-and-switch evange-
lism: Young people are 
looking for a vibrant com-
munity of faith, not a poorly 
disguised attempt to in-
crease donations. 

• Insulated focus: A congre-
gation that isn’t an integral 
part of the life of the com-
munity. 

• Dead-end decision mak-
ing: When caution elbows 
faith out of the driver’s seat, 
nothing gets accomplished. 

 
To address these problems, Si-
mon Peter introduces the DARE   
model dreaming like Jesus— 
• Dream (like Jesus),  
• Align (others to your 

dream),  
• Realize (the dream) and  
• Expand (the dream).   
She encourages congregations 
to dream big and own their spir-
itual authority. To understand 
their role as a partner in creation 
of a better world, a world where 
anyone can reclaim Jesus’s 
power to dream and co-create 
miracles. A world where new 
and better realities are brought 

into being. And the time to start is 
now. 
Cost of the seminar to members of 
the church will be $50.  The cost will 
include lunch on Saturday and 
snacks. A potluck dinner is being 
planned following church on Sunday. 
We hope you will join us and be a 
part of transforming and revitalizing 
our congregation. Rebekah Simon-Peter 

FASCINATING FACTS ABOUT 
ELEPHANTS 

 Elephants can spend up to 18 
hours a day eating and graz-
ing. 

 Their trunks can suck and 
store about two gallons of wa-
ter. 

 Elephants can pick up sound 
vibrations from 50 miles 
away. 

 Their skin is about one inch 
thick. 

 The Sumatran elephant is the 
smallest subspecies, weighing 
around five tons. 

 Elephants eat about 330 
pounds of food daily. 

 The African species can 
weigh over 6.6 tons. 

 Elephants can recognize 
themselves in the mirror. 

 At birth, they can weigh 
around 264 lbs. 



MAY HAIKUS 
  

Beautiful flowers; 
Budding and blooming all 

'round, 
God's Glorious Gift ! 

  
May flowers blooming. 

Showing God's  Grace for us all. 
Lighting up our souls. 

~Wayne Moore 
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GUESS WHO 

Who wrote one of the all-time best 

selling medical texts? 

Who coined the phrase “agree to 

disagree? 

Who rode far enough on horse 

back to circle the earth 10 times? 

Who taught that doubt was a part 

of faith? 

Wo counseled people to “eat a lit-

tle less than they desired?” 

Who taught that you could not be 

a Christian on your own? 

 

 

 

 

 

If you answered John Wesley on 

all of the questions, you would be 

correct.  

It should be noted, John Wesley 

never intended to separate from 

the Church of England. 

Methodism grew from four to 

132,000 members in Wesley’s 

lifetime. The beginning of Meth-

odism was a group of four who 

called themselves the “holy club” 

at Oxford. When Wesley died in 

1791, he left behind a movement 

with 72,000 members in the Brit-

ish Isles and 60,000 in America.  

MUSIC NOTES 
Choir Notes:   
Beginning with the Meet the 
Composer event with Pepper 
Choplin, the past months have 
been busy ones for the Chancel 
Choir. Much of March was spent 
preparing for Holy Week.  Re-
hearsals were extended and extras 
anthems presented during Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and 
Easter.  I am grateful for the dedi-
cation and commitment of each 
choir member, Debbie Rue our 
talented accompanist, and instru-
mentalist who made these ser-
vices special. 
Handbell Highlights: 
Seeing the need for additional 
handbell ringers, a Beginning 
Handbell clinic was offered in 
January.  I am pleased to an-
nounce that Kim Walling, Suzi 
Lenhart, and Debbie Rue, gradu-
ated with flying colors and are 
now ringing with the Carillon 
Handbell Choir. Congratulations 
to the new ringers! 
If you noticed the bells were extra 
shiny on Sunday, it was due to 
having recently been professional-
ly cleaned, polished, and serviced. 
They returned to us looking brand 
new.  The other set of bells, the 
White Chapel set, is scheduled for 
maintenance in June, in Irmo, SC.  
This is the original set purchased 
by the Yeary family in honor and 
remembrance of their daughter, 
Ann.  Scheduled maintenance for 
the bells is every 10 years or as 
needed. 
I’m pleased to announce, on May 
4th at 7:00pm, the Tulsa Festival 
Ringers will perform their spring 
concert, “An Original Composi-

tion By...”, in our sanctuary. 
The local community group, 
Prairie Carillon, will join them 
to perform a double choir piece. 
The concert is free and open to 
the public.  Please encourage 
your friends and family to at-
tend.  
Finally, I want to thank those 
responsible for offering me the 
opportunity to serve as Interim 
Music Director. It has been an 
honor and pleasure to serve 
FUMC. Thanks to Pastor Leon 
and everyone for showing me 
kindness, love, and support. 
With blessings, 
Marta 

“I meant what I said and I said 
what I meant. An elephant's 
faithful one-hundred percent!” 

~ Dr. Seuss,  

Horton Hatches the Egg  

Remember, Mother’s Day  

May 14th! 



SUMMER STUDY GROUP 

Be sure to watch the  
Bulletin and  Facebook  for news 
about a summer study group. This 

group will be designed  
to reach people in our  
community that are  

currently unchurched. 

UNITED WOMEN IN 
FAITH 

2023 READING PROGRAM 
Education for Mission: 
• Pachinko, Chief Standing 

Bear’s Journey for Justice 
• The Book Woman of Trouble-

some Creek 
• Angeline Collins, With a Hal-

lelujah Heart 
• The Watchman’s Daughter: 

The True Story of World War 
II Heroine Corrie Ten Boom 

Leadership Development: 
• A Knock at Midnight: A Story 

of Hope, Justice and Freedom 
Social Action: 
• Cousins: Connected Through 

Slavery, A Black Woman And 
A White Woman Discover 
Their Past – And Each Other 

• The Four Winds 
Spiritual Growth: 
• Daughter Of Cana (Jerusalem 

Road, Book 1) 
• What Is God Like?  
Nurturing For Community:  
• Eyes That Kiss In The Corners  
• Nevertheless: American Meth-

odists And Women’s Rights  
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Confirmation Sunday will be 
May 21st. We have two who 
will be baptized that morning 
and six who will be confirmed. 
If you would like to give them a 
card congratulating they are: 
Kelsey Baichtal 
 Alex Biery 
 Nicholas Biery 
 Samantha Biery 
 Ruby Cervantes 
 Trent Fleming 
Congratulations to all of you for 
the hard work you have done. 

LOOK OUT YOUR WIN-

DOW 

When you are looking out your 
window 
With your eyes fixed on the sky, 
Do you marvel or question? 
Do you feel the urge to cry? 
 

Do you say a silent prayer 
To the heaven’s, God above 
Thank Him for all His goodness 
Tugging so close at you soul? 
 

When you look outside your 
window 
Do you rejoice in what you see 
All those tall trees reaching high 
Trying to say “Look at Me?” 
 

Next time you are looking out 
you window 
Try to focus and see all the won-
derful things 
That God made for you and me. 

 

~Dan Flewelling 

“When you have got an elephant 
by the hind legs and he is trying 
to run away, it’s best to let him 
run.” – Abraham Lincoln. 
 
“God is really only another artist. 

He invented the giraffe, the ele-

phant and the cat. He has no real 

style, He just goes on trying other 

things.” – Pablo Picasso. 

"Remember, then, that you re-

ceived a spiritual seal, the spirit 

of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of knowledge and rev-

erence, the spirit of holy fear. 

Keep safe what you received. 

God the Father sealed you, 

Christ the Lord strengthened you 

and sent the Spirit into your 

hearts as the pledge of what is to 

come." 

—St. Ambrose  
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SUN MON TUE WED THUR FRI SAT 

 1 
9:00 Staff Meet-
ing 
 

2 
8:30 Men’s Cof-
fee Group 
Intercessory 
Prayer 

3 
6:00 GLOW 
7:00 Choir 

4 
6:00 UWF 

Kay Whitlock 

5 
5:00  Cinco de 
Mayo 

6 
Charlene 

Carmichael 
Lindsey McGee 

7 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
10:00 Worship 
5:00 Confirma-
tion Class 
6:00 UMY 

Suzi Lenhart 

8 
9:00 Staff Meet-
ing 

9 
8:30 Men’s Cof-
fee Group 
9:00 Intercessory 
Prayer 
6:00 Trustees 
Tamara Behara 

10 
6:00 GLOW 
7:00 Choir 

11 
Claire Scott 

12 
1:30 UWF Sand-
wiches for the 
Mid High 

Haylee Kyler 
Dale Petty 

13 

14 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
10:00 Worship 
5:00 Confirma-
tion Class 
6:00 UMY 

15 
9:00 Staff Meet-
ing 
5:30 Friendship 
Feast 
 
 

16 
8:30 Men’s Cof-
fee Group 
9:00 Intercessory 
Prayer 

Don Nuzum 
Khaliah Rhodd 

17 
6:00 GLOW 
7:00 Choir 
Nancy Murphy 

18 
 

19 20 
Pam Elliott 

21 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
10:00 Worship 
Confirmation 
and Baptism 
6:00 UMY 

Marlys  
Cervantes 

22 
9:00 Staff Meet-
ing 
10:00 Quilters 

23 
8:30 Men’s Cof-
fee Group 
9:00 Intercessory 
Prayer 

24 
6:00 GLOW 
7:00 Choir 

Linda Long 

25 26 
Connie Scott 

27 

28 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
10:00 Worship 
Memorial 
Sunday 

29 
Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

30 
8:30 Men’s Cof-
fee Group 
9:00 Intercessory 
Prayer 

31 
6:00 GLOW 
7:00 Choir 

  Birthdays 
shown in red. 

2023 

You have given him dominion over the works of your 

hands; you have put all things under his feet, all sheep 

and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of 

the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes 

along the paths of the seas. O Lord, our Lord, how 

majestic is your name in all the earth!  

Psalm 8:6-9 
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YOUTH DIRECTOR 
Position Open 

Youth@fumcpc.org 
 

MDO & NURSERY DIRECTOR 
Ashley Coggins 

AngelAcademy@fumcpc.org 
 

ORGANIST 
Debra (Debbie) Rue 

Cougarue@sbcglobal.net 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Sheila Foxworthy 

BusMgr@fumcpc.org 
 

CHURCH SECRETARY 
Dianne Clark 

AdminAsst@fumcpc.org 
(580)762-1681 

SENIOR PASTOR 
Pastor Leon Veazey 

(580)304-5183 
Pastor@fumcpc.org 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Position Open 

Music@fumcpc.org 
 

CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR 
Position Open 

Children@fumcpc.org 

OUR STAFF 

First United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 71 

Ponca City, OK 74602 
(580) 762-1681 

Fax: 580-762-1839 
fumcpc41@gmail.com 

www.fumcpc.org 
Like us on Facebook: 

PoncaCityFirstUnitedMethodistChurch,  
instagram: fumc_pc, 

or streaming on 
Youtube. 

I would like to thank all of you 
who so graciously brought 
food, sent cards  or took time 
to lift my family up in prayer  
after the death of my husband. 
This congregation has shown 
me more love and compassion 
than I could have ever ex-
pected. I firmly believe your 
prayers gave me a sense of 
comfort and peace that has 
been truly amazing. God bless 
and keep you all. 

Dianne Clark and family 

 

 

 

 

Thank you so much to every-
one who sent a card for my 
100th birthday. I loved each 
and everyone one of them and 
you. They were appreciated so 
very much. 

Freida McGee 

We have a NEW NAME!! 
(Formerly Mother’s Day Out)  
We’re going through many good 
changes in the coming months. 
First and foremost we’d like to 
welcome ASHLEY COGGINS 
as our new Angel Academy Di-
rector.  She is such a visionary 
with new ideas to promote our 
program by leaps and bounds! 
Effective June 1, 2023 
• We will have a year-round 

program 
• New hours will be from 8:30

-3:30 on Monday and 
Wednesday’s 

• In the future we hope to pro-
vide a facelift to our Angel 
Academy facilities by adding 
a splash of color and design 

• Segments for the year will be 
divided into fall, spring and 
summer semesters 

• We are updating our Angel 
Academy Handbook that will 
be handed out prior to the 
fall semester 

• We are working toward get-
ting all of our Angel Acade-
my teachers CPR certified 

My name is Ashley Coggins. I 
am very excited to be the new 
director of Angel Academy.  
My husband and I moved to 
Ponca City from Tulsa 5 years 
ago and love being a part of this 
community. We have two boys; 
Coulter who is 7, and Baker who 
is 3.  
The past few years I have been 
the Office Administrator and 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
at Agape Church of Christ in 
Tulsa. I served two summers as a 
Children’s intern at Memorial 
Drive Church of Christ. I grew 
up babysitting and teaching kids 
classes at church. I love watch-
ing kids learn and grow.  
As the new director of Angel 
Academy, I hope and pray that 
this program grows and flourish-
es into something wonderful for 
the Ponca City community. 
Please let me know if you have 
any questions. 
Ashley Coggins 






