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The Flame 

 

Prayer & Praise 

September first will be the first 
P&P dinner. It will be catered  
since the kitchen will not be 
finished. Until the kitchen is 
finished, we will be looking at 
several options for P&P. On 
September 1st a boxed dinner 
will be served from KFC start-
ing at 5:30 PM in front of the 
church. See you there! 

Kids’ M&Ms 

Kids’ M&MS returns on September 1st 
at 3:30 PM. Church buses  will collect the 
kids at school and bring them to church. If 

you haven’t registered your children/
grandchildren, it isn’t too late. 

We had great weather for our annual Roundup, 

and great attendance, too. Of course as always 

the food was amazing. Special thanks to Earl 

Behara and crew for the hamburgers and hot 

dogs. More pictures may be seen on page 4 & 5) 



 

Pastor 

Don Griffin 
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The story of the woman at the 
well (John 4) tells of a fascinating 
encounter between a woman who 
has come to a well to draw water 
at noon and Jesus is reclining 
there waiting for his disciples to 
return from fetching food from 
nearby community.  Jesus asks 
the woman for a drink of water. 
The woman, a Samaritan, is 
shocked that Jesus would speak 
to her because of her race and 
sex. Jesus shares with her about 
living water. (I’m trusting you 
know the story well enough, or 
you will go and read it again for 
yourself.) The disciples returned 
and are amazed Jesus is speaking 
to this woman.   
The woman left her water jar be-
side the well and ran back to the 
village, telling everyone,” Come 
and see a man who told me eve-
rything I ever did! Could he pos-
sibly be the Messiah?” So the 
people came streaming from the 
village to see him.   
John 4: 28 - 30 
I wish to focus on these three 
verses as we are told of the ex-
citement and exuberance of the 
woman toward Jesus. She had to 
tell everyone! 
When my son Jeremy was in the 

5th grade, I went to meet with his 
teacher. She was a member of a 
non-denominational church out-
side of the town that formed when 
the local Baptist church split. 
Many of the older generation did 
not care for the young dynamic 
pastor with all the new ideas and 
decided to make a change. Many 
progressive/younger families left 
with the scorned pastor to form 
this new church and it had taken 
off prior to our arrival. This new 
congregation was averaging hun-
dreds more than anyone else in 
the community. That day she was 
wearing a shirt that featured her 
church. In our discussion, I men-
tioned I was pastor of the United 
Methodist Church in town. To my 
surprise, she spent a great deal of 
time talking up her church and 
trying to recruit my family to 
worship there… and I was pastor 
of another church in the same 
community! That was either very 
gutsy or she was so excited about 
what God was doing in their 
church and could not help but 
share it. She was like the woman 
at the well, she could not help but 
tell everyone what she had dis-
covered. 
Have you ever taken time to sit 
around people who attend other 
churches and listen to what they 
have to say about their church 
home? How often are their words 
positive and filled with excite-
ment? Most of the times I hear 
comments about churches, it 
tends to be people complaining 
about something. The critique of-
ten is on elements of the church 
that fails to meet their standard. 
The music is too loud…or not 
loud enough. The temperature is 
too hot…or too cold. The kids in 
the church move around too 
much…or there are no kids in the 
church and that’s bad. The 
preacher talks too long…or he/she 
doesn’t preach long enough. We 
tend to want to talk about the 

things that are lacking and are 
often directed at the humans in 
charge. Think back to the wom-
an at the well, she was excited 
and was telling the amazing 
contact she had had with Jesus. 
I’m sure there were many 
things at the non-
denominational church Jere-
my’s teacher was promoting, 
but all I was being told about 
was the amazing things that 
were happening. 
It is amazing what God can do 
when He works through excited 
Christians. If you and I were so 
motivated, like the woman at 
the well, what do you think 
would happen in our own 
church family? If each of us 
started looking for the awesome 
things God was doing in our 
lives and began sharing that 
with others, how contagious do 
you think the faith would be-
come? I must admit, I’m not 
attracted to negative places. Are 
you? We had the prayer walk 
on August 28th; how do you 
think God will use that?  We 
had our Round-up event, how 
do you think God could use that 
to reach and excite those in our 
church and community? We 
have a brand-new pavilion that 
will soon be completed.  How 
do you think God can use that 
to make a difference in our 
church and in our city? Other 
ministry events are being 
planned that will transform our 
church and community, if we 
only believe and are on fire for 
Jesus. I want the best for our 
church. I pray you do, too. I 
pray you will become our ver-
sion of the woman at the well. 
 
Serving Jesus, 
Pastor Don  
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Music Notes                  by Joycelynn Davidson 

Kids’ M&Ms 

We are excited about a new 

year with the children at Kids’ 

M&Ms. Our first day will be 

Wednesday, September 1st at 

3:30 pm. If you are not familiar 

with this program, we offer mu-

sic, missions, snacks, handbells, 

Bible stories, field trips, crafts 

and games for ages 4—6th 

grade. Transportation is provid-

ed from the elementary schools 

with advance registration. 6th 

graders ride the school bus to 

East and walk over. We need 

everyone to fill out a new reg-

istration card this year. They 

have been  mailed out with a 

letter to parents.  

Many of the children who par-

ticipate in our Wednesday pro-

gram attend other churches on 

Sunday. We will be encourag-

ing them to attend here a couple 

Sundays during the fall to share 

some of what we do with you  

in worship.  

*Take note of upcoming dates 

Coming up… 

September 12 

Children lead congre-

gation singing Every 

Move I Make 

 

October 20 

Kids’ M&Ms to 

Creekside Village  if 

allowed 

 

October 24 

Children’s Sabbath 

 

November 14 

“Sack-in” Sunday 

Kids sing for worship 

 

November 17 

Kids’ M&Ms trip to 

NERA to deliver food 

sacks 

Carillon Bells is moving re-

hearsals to Tuesdays at 2:00 pm 

beginning September 14th. As 

always, there is room for new 

ringers. If interested, give me a 

call or show up on the 14th.  

We will be working toward 

ringing  a couple times during 

the fall. Christmas ring dates 

will be announced at a later 

time. 

Youth Bells has had a long 

break. Are there any of you that 

would like to get back together? 

We could rehearse on Wednes-

days at 5:00 pm beginning Sep-

tember 8th followed by Prayer 

& Praise.  You will each be 

hearing from me in the near fu-

ture to see if this is possible. 

Let’s make some noise! 

Chancel Choir 

It is always good to see smiling 

faces back in the choir loft after 

our summer break. Our first few 

weeks at rehearsal are like a 

family reunion as we welcome 

each other back. We would love 

to welcome YOU. Rehearsals 

are each Wednesday at 7:00 pm. 

 

Chancel Choir Fall Retreat is 

tentatively set for Saturday,   

October 2nd from 9:30 am—

2:00 pm. Mark your calendars 

now and get ready to think 

‘Christmas.’ Our retreat is a day 

of singing and fellowship. We 

preview the music for our 

Christmas cantata. It is open to 

anyone who might be interested 

in participating in the Christmas 

cantata or Chancel Choir in gen-

eral. Save the date and plan to 

come check it out. 
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ALL CHURCH 

ROUNDUP 

AUGUST 2021 

Everyone enjoyed the dunk tank. 
People throwing at the target seemed 

to have a very determined glint in 
their eyes. 

Jeanette Harbeson did a great 

job planning the games and get-

ting the prizes. 

Food, fun and fellowship! 

Who could ask for any-
thing else? 



 

If you missed 

Roundup, you 

missed a lot of good 

fellowship! 

But if we walk in the light, as 

he is in the light, we have fel-

lowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus, his Son, 

purifies us from all sin.  

1 John 1:7 (NLT) 

Food 

Glorious 

Food  
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Hey youth and youth parents,  
I can’t believe it’s already Sep-
tember!! Summer has gone by so 
fast! Don't forget that we 
start TYT (that youth thing) 
and WOW (Wednesdays on the 
Word) this month!! This year is 
going to be a little different, 
we will have TYT from 6pm to 
7:30pm with snack food at the 
beginning, then we will have 
WOW from 4pm to 5:30pm 
with dinner right after. I can’t 
wait to get back into our weekly 
activities.  
 
Blessings, Lindsey  

TYT 

Every Sunday 
6:00 PM 

 
WOW 
Every  

Wednesday 
4:00 PM 

 
Bring a friend! 

These guys love to eat! 

TYT will no longer have a meal on 

Sunday evenings. If you would help provide 

Treats/snacks, let Lindsey know, 

Dear Pastor Don and Church Family, 

Thank you all for making me feel so honored and 
special on Senior Sunday. I will pack my new Bible 
along with my other things to take to OSU. I also 
want to thank Lindsey for the awesome break-
fast she put together for my family and me. Fi-
nally I want to give a huge thank you for the 
scholarship you awarded me. It will definitely 
help me and my family. I appreciate the support 
and love you all give me. 

Sincerely 

Nate Harbeson 



 

THANKS
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The United Methodist Church 
has Missions and Ministries in 
our apportionments that are of-
ten under-served in our giving. 
They have special giving days 
throughout the year  

Skyline Urban Ministry is lo-
cated in the shadow of the 
downtown Oklahoma City sky-
line, and its mission is to serve 
those who live in that shadow. 
By Bridging the Gaps and 
Lighting the Shadows, Skyline 
lives out its mission to impact 
lives by addressing the roots of 
poverty and empowering those 
in need. Skyline has been 
providing four areas of ministry
--groceries, meals, clothing, eye 
care and dignity since 1974.  

The focus of Skyline’s service 
has always been the poor and 
needy of Oklahoma County. 
Nevertheless, the agency has 
nurtured strong relationships 
across our state. Skyline serves 
as a setting for groups to serve 
the working poor in Oklahoma 
County and as a model for oth-
ers as they seek to serve the 
needy in their own communi-
ties. 

There was a fund raising event 
for this ministry on July 30th 
but donations may be made at 
any time. 

Eye Clinic--Skyline’s Eye Clin-
ic connects patrons to free basic 
eye exams conducted by volun-
teer ophthalmologists and op-
tometrists. Additionally, Sky-
line’s Optician Clinic allows 
patrons with a current prescrip-
tion to select low or no cost 
frames. 

 Food Resource Center--The 
Food Resource Center is Sky-
line’s busiest program. Operat-
ing differently from traditional 
pantries, the FRC offers a 
unique shopping experience for 
patrons and volunteers alike. 

Garden Program--Skyline’s 
Garden Program exists to pro-
vide fresh produce to their Food 
Resource Center. Additionally, it 
offers patrons the opportunity to 
learn more about gardening 
through seasonal gardening clas-
ses. 

Style Shop--Skyline’s Style 
Shop operates with low prices 
for gently used women’s, men’s 
and children’s clothing, shoes 
and accessories. Additionally, 
the store provides students in 
need with formal wear and new 
school wear. 

If Skyline Ministries speak to 
your heart, please consider a 
special offering as they conduct 
their annual fundraising event. 
You can donate through our 
webpage via PayPal or simply 
write a check and place it in the 
mail or donation plate this Sun-
day with Skyline Ministries in 
the notation. The money from 
our church will be forwarded 
with the other apportionments 
on September 9th. 

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY 

A NEW Ladies’ Bible Study will 

begin on September 23rd, 10:00 

Am - 12:00 PM 

This years’ study is by Jennifer 

Rothchild on Psalm 23. The group 

will meet in the Parlor. This is a 

seven week study, so it will be 

done before Thanksgiving. If you 

have any questions, please contact 

Betsy Carter. Cost of the books 

will be $17. Once the books ar-

rive, they may be purchased in the 

office or at the Bible study. 

When you have got an elephant by 

the hind legs and he is trying to 

run away, it’s best to let him run. 

- Abraham Lincoln  

To my FUMC Church Family, 

As a Board Member of Marland’s 
Place, I personally want to say 
“Thank You” for your support. 
Generosity of donors like you al-
low us to make such a difference 
in the lives of the foster children 
in our care. Know you are very 
much appreciated! 

Gratefully, 

Sue Lunsford 

http://www.funny-quotes-life.com/quotes/you/
http://www.funny-quotes-life.com/quotes/got/
http://www.funny-quotes-life.com/quotes/elephant/
http://www.funny-quotes-life.com/quotes/hind/
http://www.funny-quotes-life.com/quotes/legs/
http://www.funny-quotes-life.com/by/abraham-lincoln/
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PRAYER CORNER 

You make all things new 

(A prayer for new beginnings in 

life) 

 

Lord you make all things new, the 

Creator who is continually nurtur-

ing, renewing, and developing 

every aspect of our remarkable 

universe. 

Lord you make all things new. I 

rest in your creative arms, I dwell 

in the hope of this renewal, I hope 

in the strength of your mighty 

hand. 

Lord you make all things new. 

Take all I am, all I care for, and 

all I love into your gentle arms. 

Come to touch and heal, mend 

and restore, release and minister. 

Lord thank you that you make all 

things new. Thank you that there 

is always a new start in you. 

Thank you that today my life is 

being remade anew. 

Amen. 

September Haiku 

 A Harvest of Souls; 

Yes, we have come rejoicing 

Bringing in the Sheaves. 

~Wayne Moore 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Children’s Church will now be 
every Sunday! Well, unless I let 
you know ahead of time. Since 
our church reopened, we have not 
had kids return to Sunday School, 
so it will have weekly Children’s 
Church instead. 
If children's church is to be can-
celed, it will be in the bulletin the 
week fore, unless I can find an 
adult who would like to help. I 
will be out of town on September 
19th...any volunteers? 

~Cathie Gilliland 
Children’s Director 

Wedding/Event Use Policies 

We are forming a small committee 
to revise the long standing policies 
that are presented to individuals 
wanting to use our facilities.  We 
have discovered some issues that 
we need to address to make it more 
useful.  This committee will meet in 
September and will have a few 
members of the worship committee, 
Trustees, and UMW.  We would 
like to invite you to be part of the 
process.  If you have experience 
working with special events then 
your skills are so valuable.  Once 
we have completed our work, we 
will submit it to the Board of Trus-
tees for any revision and adoption. 

Please let the church office know if 
you'd like to help. 

Community Forums 

Jesus commissioned us to go to 
where people are and share the 
good news. Churches are ac-
cused of being disconnected 
from the real world and at 
FUMC we want to correct that. 
We are in the early planning 
stages of creating a monthly 
event to address pertinent topics 
that our Ponca City community 
faces. Our preliminary plan is a 
lunch forum (sack lunch provid-
ed) to bring in expert(s) to ad-
dress the topics. The event will 
be in person, streamed on Face-
book and recorded and placed on 
YouTube for future refer-
ence. Tentative topics in Include: 

• October - Anti Bullying (It is 
Anti Bullying Month) 

• November- Changing Face 
of Families and Challenges 
they face 

• December- Grief and the 
Holidays  

• Future Subject:  Taking care 
of a chronically sick spouse, 
child or parent.   

We need three things from 
you:  First we need people to 
help plan and execute these fo-
rums. We will begin meeting in 
early September to plan our first 
event in October. Second, we 
need your support to help spread 
the word of our forums by invit-
ing people to attend or watch on 
Facebook; to share our events on 
your own Facebook page once 
they are completed. Finally, we 
need your suggestions and your 
prayers. Help us come up with 
more topics of need in our com-
munity.  Please begin praying 
for this new ministry of our 
church. 



 

SUN MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

   1 
3:30 Kids’ M&Ms 
4:00 WOW 
5:30 P&P 
7:00 Chancel 
Choir 

2 
5:30 UMW 
 

3 4 

5 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
10:00 Worship 
No Evening Ac-
tivities 

6 Office Closed 
Labor Day 

 

7 
9:00 Intercesso-
ry Prayer 
2:00 Handbells 
6:30 Bill’s Bible 
Study 

8 
3:30 Kids’ M&Ms 
4:00 WOW 
5:30 P&P 
7:00 Chancel 
Choir 

9 10 11 

12 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
10:00 Worship 
12:00 UMW  
District Meeting 
5:00 TYT 

13 
 

14 
9:00 Intercesso-
ry Prayer 
2:00 Handbells 
6:00 Trustees 
6:30 Bill’s Bible 
Study 

15 
3:30 Kids’ M&Ms 
4:00 WOW 
5:30 P&P 
7:00 Chancel 
Choir 

16 17 18 

19 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
10:00 Worship 
5:00 TYT 

20 
5:30 Friendship 
Feast 

21 
9:00 Intercesso-
ry Prayer 
2:00 Handbells 
6:30 Bill’s Bible 
Study 

22 
3:30 Kids’ M&Ms 
4:00 WOW 
5:30 P&P 
7:00 Chancel 
Choir 

23 
10:00 Ladies’ 
Bible Study 

24 25 

26 
9:00 Sunday 
School 
10:00 Worship 
5:00 TYT 

27 
9:00 ‘PM Patch-
es’ 
UMW Trip 

28 
9:00 Intercesso-
ry Prayer 
2:00 Handbells 
6:30 Bill’s Bible 
Study 

29 
3:30 Kids’ M&Ms 
4:00 WOW 
5:30 P&P 
7:00 Chancel 
Choir 

30 
10:00 Ladies’ 
Bible Study 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Reagan Alexander 09/01 
Edwina Wynn 09/07 
Sarah Davidson Trehar 09/12 
David Parks 09/12 
Will Harbeson 09/15 
David Swanson 09/16 
Ethan Fields 09/17 
Joe Locker 09/18 
Wanda Westmoreland 09/18 
Sharon Millemon 09/21 

Dianne Clark 09/22 
Grace Davis 09/22 
Krista Lawler 09/22 
Connor McQueen 09/22 
Linda Heitz 09/23 
Emma Hollingsworth 09/23 
Mary Howell 09/23 
Riley McQueen 09/25 
Todd Harbeson 09/27 
Linda Smith 09/28 

William Slater 09/30 
Connie Sheffield 09/30 
 

2021 



 

YOUTH DIRECTOR 
Lindsey McGee 

pcfumcyouth2020@gmail.com 
 

MDO & NURSERY DIRECTOR 
Jordan Meador 

mothersdayoutfumc@outlook.com 
 

ORGANIST 
Debra (Debbie) Rue 

Cougarue@sbcglobal.net 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Sheila Foxworthy 

sheila.foxworthy@gmail.com 
 

CHURCH SECRETARY 
Dianne Clark 

fumcpc41@gmail.com 
 

CUSTODIAL 
Larry Davidson 

ldlarrydavidson@yahoo.com 

SENIOR PASTOR 
Pastor Don Griffin  

smugrad93@gmail.com 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Joycelynn Davidson 

fumcmusic315@gmail.com 
 

CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR 
Cathie Gilliland 

fumc.kids@outlook.com 

OUR STAFF 

First United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 71 

Ponca City, OK 74602 
(580) 762-1681 

Fax: 580-762-1839 
fumcpc41@gmail.com 

www.fumcpc.org 
Like us on Facebook: 

PoncaCityFirstUnitedMethodistChurch 
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MOTHER’S DAY OUT 

Mother’s Day Out has had a busy 
yet, fun, summer! To beat the 
heat, we have made many walks 
to the splash pad on Grand Ave, 
attended story time at the library, 
played hard in the shade on our 
playground, as well as soaked up 
the cool air in our classrooms 
with indoor activities.   

As summertime comes to an end, 
we say good-bye to a few of our 
four-year-old's that will start pre-
k. Mother’s Day Out feels privi-
leged to have been given the op-
portunity to provide these chil-
dren with love and care through-
out their early years. To the fam-
ilies, we thank you for sharing 
your precious children with us. 
To the children, you will forever 
hold a special place in our 
hearts.   
Many of the toys in our class-
rooms have been here more than 
ten years and no longer work, 
even with new batteries. Moth-
er’s Day Out is asking for dona-
tions such as batteries, gently 

used toys, new toys, wipes, 
jumbo crayons, etc. Dona-
tions can be dropped off to 
the church office or on the 
third floor in front of the 
Mother’s Day Out office. In 
the last few weeks, we re-
ceived multiple donations 
from several church fami-
lies.  A ‘thank you’ only 
touches the surface of our 
gratitude. Having toys that 
finally make noise and play 
music has brought giggles, 
excitement, and so much joy 
into the classrooms. Mother’s 
Day Out is thankful for your 
giving hearts.  
 

Jordan Meador 
MDO Director 
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