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Church Garage Sale
November 5 & 6

UMW
Thanksgiving Dinner
Wednesday
November 17th, 5:30 PM

Decorate for Advent
Sunday, December 21st
After Church
Pizza Lunch for those who
decorate. Lots of hands
make for quick work.
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were trying to deceive God himself.
When you joined First Church,
you made a covenant with God
and with our church to “faithfully
participate in it’s ministries by
your prayers, your presence, your
gifts, and your service.” Every
time anyone has joined our church
since, as part of the ritual, we recommit ourselves with the following words:

Pastor
Don Griffin
In Acts 5:1-11, we are told a very
troubling story about Ananias and
Sapphira. This husband and wife
sold a piece of property and gave
some of the proceeds to the church.
Where they got in trouble was, they
lied and told everyone they gave the
entire amount to the church when
they had conspired to hold part of it
back.
3 Then Peter said, “Ananias,
why have you let Satan fill your
heart? You lied to the Holy
Spirit, and you kept some of the
money for yourself. 4 The property was yours to sell or not sell,
as you wished. And after selling
it, the money was also yours to
give away. How could you do a
thing like this? You weren’t lying to us but to God!”
5 As soon as Ananias heard
these words, he fell to the floor
and died. Everyone who heard
about it was terrified.
The sad occurrence happens again
later when Sapphira lies to the
church about the money and meets
the same tragic fate. The problem
was not keeping part of the proceeds
for themselves. It was thinking they
could lie and get the adoration of
those around them not realizing they

“we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the church by our
prayers, our presence, our
gifts, and our service, that in
everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.”
I want to ask you to think about
how faithful you have been in living up to the covenant you made
with God and our Church family.
Do you pray daily for our church
family? Do you pray by name for
the Pastor and staff and leaders of
our church? Do you pray for God’s
guidance in your own personal
ministry as Jesus’ disciple? Do you
attend worship each week? To support the church with our presence
simply means just that, we are
there! In the day of Covid this has
been a challenge for many. Did
you know you can join the live
stream of our worship on Facebook and Sparklight Channel 68?
Did you know you can worship
using our weekly service anytime
on Facebook and on YouTube? In
the past this was not possible but
now it is very difficult to find an
excuse not to worship God regularly since you can do it at your convenience. Did you know we have
35 - 40 who worship with us each
week online? Do you offer your
gifts to God through our church?
This question is about more than
supporting the church financially.
November 21st is stewardship Sun-
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day, and you will have the opportunity to share with us your plains
to financially support First Church
in 2022. It helps us anticipate our
resources to do God’s work in
Ponca City. Do you seek to serve
God through our church as part of
your everyday life? This means
taking the abilities and opportunities God has given you to help
grow the kingdom and our church.
I will give you a good example of
something you can do every week,
or every day, and it will not take
much effort. You can like and
share our worship each week on
your Facebook page. I checked; it
takes less than 5 seconds to do just
that. In less than 5 seconds you
can share God’s worship and our
church with all who follow you on
that format. A wonderful prayer
ministry posts devotional type
prayers on a regular basis on our
Facebook page. Less than 5 seconds and you can share those.
The story of Ananias and Sapphira
is not a warning that God will
strike you down if you do not give
enough. Instead, it is a warning to
us not to take lightly our commitments to God and to our church.
Ultimately the person we hurt and
deceive the most when we fail to
keep our commitments to God and
the church is ourselves.
Advent begins in November.
Christmas is just weeks away as is
the New Year. What a tremendous
time for us to revisit and renew
our commitment to God.
Happy Thanksgiving,
Pastor Don
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Music Notes

by Joycelynn Davidson

Chancel Choir
It has been a crazy fall for
Chancel Choir with me being in
and out of the hospital. I would
like to extend a huge THANKS
to Marta Sullivan for filling in
as director during September. It
was a blessing to know that the
choir was in such good hands.

Coming up…
November 14
Kids sing for worship
November 17
Kid’s field trip to NERA
November 22—Monday
Extra rehearsal for cantata
November 24
NO REHEARSALS
November 28
Hanging of the Greens
December 12
Christmas Cantata

I’m back! And with that being
said, we will be preparing a cantata this year. It is a little late to

SACK-OUT / SACK-IN
SUNDAYS
NOVEMBER 7 & 14
Kids’ M&Ms take an annual
field trip to NERA to deliver
the food sacks collected during
November. It’s always a fun,
lively, exciting afternoon that
the kids look forward to doing.
Be sure to get your sack on November 7th and fill it with nonperishable foods.

start but we can do it. If you
would like to sing with us, come
to rehearsals on Wednesdays at
7:00 pm. The cantata this year is
Nativity Suites by Benjamin
Harlan which will be presented
in worship on Sunday, December 12th. We will have guest
instrumentalists to enhance the
accompaniment along with all
the beautiful Christmas decorations. Mark your calendars to
attend.

have the children sing that day
as well. It’s a fun, festive day
of worship with the altar decorated for Thanksgiving and all
the food sacks on display.
Then, on Wednesday, November 17th we gather all the food
sacks and load them and the
kids in the vans for a trip to
New Emergency Resource
Agency to deliver the food.
This will be our last session
until January.

Bring your sack back on Sunday, November 14th. We’ll

Kids getting
ready for Children’s Sabbath.
Some just saw
themselves on
the screens.

Carillon Bells
My faithful ringers have suffered the most with my being out this fall. We are just now getting back into the
swing of things. I’m looking forward to hearing the bells of Christmas! We will be preparing a couple of
Christmas songs to be rung during worship in December. Rehearsals are on Tuesdays at 2:00 pm if you
would like to ring with us.
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RIO BRAVO
First United Methodist Church in
Ponca City continues to support
the Rio Bravo Volunteers in Mission project by keeping their finances. This year church members
prayed for the group during the
week and sent them off with a card
of support. The Rio Bravo team
built two houses for two families
during the second week in October.
Every Mission Trip to Mexico is
an experience! This was no exception! We had a small (13
member) team this year coming
from 5 states with just one new
member. Experience helps! In
three days, we built 2 new casitas

for a couple of very economically
challenged families! These casitas are 16’ x 20’, one room concrete block structures with two
doors and windows. One of them
had an upper room (loft) for a
play area or most likely a bedroom.
One family, having 5 children,
had been waiting for a casita to
move into for over one
year! They were so excited as
you can imagine! The other family, having 3 children, simply
needed more space for survival. The wooden structure they
had been living in leaked badly
and had large openings cut in the
old wooden siding which they
covered with screening and used
for ventilation during the summer
heat. Both of these families lived
within 40 feet of a railroad track
which was known as a “squatter”
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location. Before we build a casita, the family has to prove they
own the property. This area had
been inhabited by very poverty
stricken, transient families with
no place to go.
It is such a wonderful experience
to bring God’s love to these families. Both of them are Christians
and go to church regularly, but to
see Americans pay to come down
and build a home for them, definitely showed them we were there
as God’s Hands and Feet! The
appreciation showed through each
tear that ran down their faces at
the dedication. No greater joy
can be felt by the blessing we received by our service. Thank
each one of you for your prayers
and donations.
Bill and Cherish Wentroth

MISSION TEAM

DEDICATION
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Hey youth and youth parents,
This last month was filled with so much
fun. Along with our usual Wednesday
night youth, we took a trip to Frontier
City for Frightfest. The youth loved it
and can't wait for next year. I want to
gives big thank you to Josh and Jeannetta Harbeson, and James and Laurie
Seidel for going with us and helping.
This month we will continue Wednesday
night youth along with a hayride and
cookout at Travis and Teri Harris land.
More details on that will be sent out
soon.
We will not have Wednesday night
youth on November 24 due to it being
Thanksgiving break. I also want to wish
everyone a happy Thanksgiving. Can't
wait to see everyone this month.
Blessings
Lindsey

WOW
Wednesdays
4:00 PM
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Get out your crayons!
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PRAYER CORNER
Lord God,
Our hearts are crowded with gratitude as we celebrate the feast of
Thanksgiving.
We have come to this our feasting
table with great joy and eagerness,
for we are truly grateful to you, our
God, for all that we have been given.
We pause now and, in silent prayer, do thank you for the great generosity of Your gifts.

Each year during November
and December we collect a staff
appreciation offering to be divided among the members of
our staff.
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smoothly and at the same time
handle the needs of our congregation. Be sure to take this
opportunity to thank them for
all they do.

Pastor Don, Joycelynn, Cathie,
Sheila, Jordan, Lindsey, Debbie, Dianne and Larry work
tirelessly behind the scenes to
make sure our services go

We also thank one another for
gifts—especially for the gifts of
love and affection that we freely
share.

We are thankful for all who are
present at this our feast as well as
for all those who have labored in
love in order to bring this dinner to
our table.
May You, our God, bless this
Thanksgiving feast and all of us
who shall share it in your holy
name.
- Hays, Edward, Prayers for the
Domestic Church: A Handbook for
Worship in the Home

November Haiku
We give Thanks to God.
He is Wonderful;
and All Mighty is His name.
~Wayne Moore

Thursday, November 4 at 6:00
UMW will meet in the fellowship hall. Mary Lou Lorett will
be in charge of the meeting.
Hope you all can make it.
Wednesday, November 17th at
5:30 PM we invite you to join
us for our annual Thanksgiving
dinner. UMW will supply the
turkey and the dressing. We ask
that you bring your favorite
Thanksgiving side dish. UMW
will also be selling pear honey,
pear butter, apple butter, chunky
apple butter and a special spicy
jelly. The proceeds will go to
the World Thank offering.

Pecans are also available for
$13 a pound. The pecans will
be ordered as order forms are
received.
If you are looking for a Christmas present, don’t forget that
Ponca City afghans are still
available for $50 each. They
are multicolored.
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THANKSGIVING

FUMUPC Family
Christmas

FUN FACTS
• A ripe cranberry will bounce.
• All turkeys and chickens have
wishbones.
• Canadians celebrate their own
Thanksgiving every October.

Wednesday

December 15th
5:30 PM
Family, Food & Fun!

Donna Walker
Via Christi 1601 Academy Rd
Rm 15, Bed 1
Ponca City, OK 74604

• Abraham Lincoln declared a
national day of Thanksgiving
in 1863.

• The first Macy's Thanksgiving Parade was held in 1924

Jim and Kathy Hughes
Via Christi 1601 Academy Rd
Apt. 308
Ponca City, OK 74604
John & Dianne Clark
1406 Monument
Ponca City, OK 74604
Stan & Linda Long
2825 Buckland Rd
Edmond, OK 73034
splongpcok@gmail.com

Gobbles the Turkey made his
first appearance in the 1929 Parade. Designer Tony Sarge.

Sunday, November 21st
If you are unable to attend
church that Sunday, your pledge
cards may be mailed to the
church: PO Box 72

The Rockettes did not appear in
the Thanksgiving Day parade
until 1957.

Ponca City, OK 74602
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Kay Lynn Pendleton
Jacob Harbeson
Francis Nine
Betsy Carter
Debbie Hron
Jayden Alexander
Claire Davis
Dick Jacobson
Brenda Kirchenbauer

11/01
11/03
11/04
11/06
11/08
11/10
11/11
11/15
11/15

Russ Pendleton
Ken Wilson
Ginger Duval
Lynn Hopkins
Katie Kirchenbauer
Amy Muegge
Kenneth Jones
Joshua Scott
Richard Hightower

11/17
11/19
11/20
11/22
11/22
11/22
11/23
11/26
11/29

HAPPY
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2021
SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THUR

FRI

4
5
10:00 Ladies’ Bible
Study
6:00 UMW

SAT

1

2

3
3:30 Kids’ M&Ms
4:00 WOW
7:00 Chancel
Choir

7
9:00 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Communion
All Saint’s Sunday
Sack Out Sunday
Children’s Church
11:15 Church
Council
11:30 UMW Executive Committee
Meeting

8

9
9:00 Intercessory
Prayer
2:00 Carillon
Handbells
6:30 Bill’s Bible
Study

10
11
12
3:30 Kids’ M&Ms 10:00 Ladies’ Bible
4:00 WOW
Study
7:00 Chancel
Choir

13
Youth Hayride
& Cookout

14
9:00 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Veteran’s Sunday
Children’s Church

15

16
9:00 Intercessory
Prayer
2:00 Carillon
Handbells
6:00 Trustees
6:30 Bill’s Bible
Study

17
18
19
3:30 Kids’ M&Ms 10:00 Ladies’ Bible
Trip to NERA
Study
4:00 WOW
5:30 UMW
Thanksgiving
Dinner
7:00 Chancel
Choir

20

21
9:00 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Children’s Church
Decorate for Advent

22
5:00 Friendship Feast
7:00 Chancel
Choir

23
24
9:00 Intercessory Office Closes at
Prayer
Noon Today
2:00 Carillon
Handbells
6:30 Bill’s Bible
Study

28
9:00 Sunday
School
10:00 Worship
Hanging of the
Greens
Children’s Church
1:30 Charge Conference at St.
Paul’s

29
9:00 Staff
Meeting

30
9:00 Intercessory
Prayer
2:00 Carillon
Handbells
6:30 Bill’s Bible
Study

25

26

6

27

Thanksgiving
Office Closed

“Autumn! The greatest show of all times!”

― Mehmet Murat ildan
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First United Methodist Church
P.O. Box 71
Ponca City, OK 74602
(580) 762-1681
Fax: 580-762-1839
fumcpc41@gmail.com
www.fumcpc.org
Like us on Facebook:
PoncaCityFirstUnitedMethodistChurch
instagram: fumc_pc

A List of Things Kids Say They
Were Thankful For
Mother’s
Day Out

Ceiling fans
Hot Wheels
Gas

There are still openings for
children in the MDO program. They meet on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday,
10:00 AM—3:00 PM. While
this program is not intended
to serve as full time child
care, it gives children an opportunity to socialize with
other children, hear wonderful stories, play outside and
give Mom a break in routine.
For more information
contact the director,
Jordan Meador.

Shoes. Getting new shoes. People
who make shoes.
Toilet paper.
The Statue of Liberty.’ ― When
asked her why, she shrugged her
shoulders and said ‘Well, why
not?!?

We have a thankful tree and my 5
-year-old daughter and 3-year-old
son put up a leaf on it daily. My
son has so far been thankful for
the trash truck driver, Paw Patrol,
drummers, my parents’ dog, and
the vacuum cleaner
Cookies, Lots Of Cookies
A boy, age 5, made a hand turkey. He wrote he was thankful for
his dog. He didn’t have a dog.
I’m thankful for snowmen, daddy, and quesadillas.
Dinosaurs and peanut butter &
jelly sandwiches.
I am thankful for... my new scissors!
I am thankful for everything...
except tigers and lions and
sharks, because they bite.
Sparkles

OUR STAFF
SENIOR PASTOR
Pastor Don Griffin
smugrad93@gmail.com

YOUTH DIRECTOR
Lindsey McGee
pcfumcyouth2020@gmail.com

BUSINESS MANAGER
Sheila Foxworthy
sheila.foxworthy@gmail.com

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Joycelynn Davidson
fumcmusic315@gmail.com

MDO & NURSERY DIRECTOR
Jordan Meador
mothersdayoutfumc@outlook.com

CHURCH SECRETARY
Dianne Clark
fumcpc41@gmail.com

CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR
Cathie Gilliland
fumc.kids@outlook.com

ORGANIST
Debra (Debbie) Rue
Cougarue@sbcglobal.net

CUSTODIAL
Larry Davidson
ldlarrydavidson@yahoo.com
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